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Green Mli-ss-'ioén 'not @
gimmick - Forest Dept.

The department feels that the Green Mission is not a gimmick. It
is a sincere and honest commitment of the State Government towards
bringing every wasteland, vacant land, roadside land, institutional land
and other industrial areas under the green cover by planting both orna-
mental as well as flowering plants. This will give the State not only the
greenery but also the required stability to the fragile slopes in different
vulnerable pockets. This is also a programme aimed at enlisting the sup-
port of the people in general, the Panchayats, the NGOs, Self Help
Groups, the bureaucrats, the students and the teachers, every member of
the society. It is misleading to state that the Government employees are
not attending to their routine functions as only the services of a small
fraction of Government employees of each Department have been ren-
dered willingly for the successful completion of this mission. The Gov-
ernment has never come across any complaint from the members of the
public regarding non performance and non attendance to their works by
Government employees instead the members of the public are partici-
pating en masse in response to the call of the Government.

The three year project has been envisaged keeping in mind the
period required for growing of saplings in the Forest Department nurs-

~esies as well as for being able to complete the entire network of vacant
lands, road side land throughout Sikkim under this Mission. It is a mas-
sive task which requires a minimum of 3 years and cannot be ordinarily
completed within one or two years with the limited resources available
with the Department.

A small amount of cleaning and weeding of unwanted bushes is
meant to find space for new plants to be introduced and not in any way
to de-clothe the area leading to erosion. Moreover, the avenue plants
that are being planted now will give gtability to the roads and is meant to
bea soil and water conservation measure and therefore it coniributes to
ecological balance and promotes tourism in the State.

Regarding the cost structure, the department would like to clarify
that there is not much financial investment in the whole Green Mission
project except for procurement of seedlings and manure whereas other
activities are being whole heartedly contributed by the members of the
society, the existing labor strength of various Government departments
in addition to that of the local NGOs, Self Help Groups, Eco clubs,
students and teachers. Everyone is coming forward to help to succeed
the aims and objectives of this Mission.

On completion of this 3 year Green Mission, the State will be
miore beautifui and the net work of gardens and landscape will decorate
the whole configuration of Sikkim. It will not only give strength to the
fragile slopes, but also add to the promotion of teurism in"the State.
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