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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS, ENVIRONMENT AND WILDLIFE

No.464/F. Dat@r08.99.
NOTIFICATION

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub se¢fipof section 42 of the Sikkim
Forests, Water Courses and Road Reserve (Preseraaii Protection) Act, 1980 (6 of 1980), the State
Government hereby makes the following rules, namely

Short titleand 1. (1) These rules may be called the Sikkim TtawfsTimber and other Forest
commencement Produce, Rules, 1999.

(2) They shall extend to the whole of Sikkim.

3) They shall come into force on the date of tipeiblication in, the
Official Gazette.

Definiation 2. Inthese rules, unless the contextretise requires:-

@) "Act" means the Sikkim Forests, Water CoursebRoad Reserve
(Preservation and Protection) Act, 1988;

(b) "Additional Chief Conservator of Forests" medhe Additional
Chief Conservator of Forests having territorialdtions;

© “agency" means any group of persons or orgtoisaegistered
with the Central or State Government or part of it;

(d) "Conservator of Forests" means the Conservatbodsts
having territorial functions;

(e) "District” means the land revenue administetistrict;

(e) "forest officers" means the forest officers afired in the
Act;

(@ "forest produce" includes-

® (a) the following found in or brought fronfaest or not,

that is to say:- bark, charcoal, fioced, myrabolence,
natural varnish, resin, shellac, logs;
(b) the following found in, or brought fromfaest, that is to
say :- trees and leaves, flowers and favits all other;

(ii) wild animals and skins, tusks, horns, bonék, socoons, honey
and wax, and all other parts or produce of animals;
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plants not being trees, including agave, p&e dioscores, dephne,
edgeworthis, ferns, grass, licopodium, lichenssimaom, moss and
reeds, bamboo, nettle, polygonum, thysanolacna,afinthtegories of

medicinal herbs and shrubs, any agricultural crdysbs, rhizomes,

tubers and all parts of produce of such plants;

peat, dolomite, graphite, rock, surface soildsatones, slates,
and other minerals including lateriténeral oils, and all other
products of mines and quarries, and

such other produce as the Government may, bfiaation,
declare to be forest Produce.
"Form" means the form appended to these rules;
"Government" means the State Government of iikk
"hammer marks" means the engraving or impressiothe timber of a
hammer issued for indicating lawful extraction ofest produce;
"nature” means the form of the timber or fongstduce;
"offender" means any person who has committiedest offence under
the Act;
"origin" means the status of the land frolmewe a timber or forest
produce was extracted,;
"Schedule of rates" means the rate list of ltgyaf timber and other
forest produce notified by Government.
"territorial jurisdiction” means the physicaka over which an officer
has control for the implementation of forest lawsd aules as notified by
Government;
"timber" includes trees when they have falletnave been felled and all
wood cut up sawn or fashioned or hallowed out for purpose
whatsoever;
"Utilisation extraction area” means land frorhese the Utilisation Circle
of the Forest, Environment & Wildlife Departmento¥@rnment of
Sikkim has been allowed to collect timber or cdlliecest produce.

No timber or forest produce shall be moved interom or within
the State of Sikkim except by a transit permitclirshall be issued
in Form A in white colour, according to procedhexeinafter
provided.

Any person or agency who seeks to obtain aitrpermit for the
transport of any timber or forest produce shafilain Form B
to the Divisional Forest Officer in whose tegril jurisdiction
the forest produce is located, stored or avkilab

The Divisional Forest Officer shall obtain aoding Forms C

of the nature, quantity and origin of the timbeforest produce
sought to be transported, from the Range Offica8lock Officer
under whose territorial jurisdiction it is loedt stored or available.

(1) The Divisional Forest Officer shalftea satisfying himself
that the timber or forest produce is legally ated and can
be allowed to be transported to another plaaa fndnere
it is located, stored or available, take théofwing action:-

issue a transit permit duly charging fees &s@ibed in rule 7 if the
forest. produce is sought to be transported withie District of its
origin.

Provided that in the, absence of 5 (five) contimualays or more of the
Divisional Forest Officer, the Conservator of Fasemay issue such a transit
permit after obtaining a report of the Range Offiae provided under the rules.
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Countersign the report and submit it to the $gowmator of Forests or
Additional Chief Conservator of Forests if the tientor forest produce is

sought to be transported from one District to aeothr within the same

District if the route by which it will be conveyefdasses through another
District or outside the state of Sikkim.

When a report for the issue of a transit permgitsubmitted to the
Conservator of Forests or Additional Chief Conswwaf Forests, the
same shall be forwarded to the Chief Conservatdtooésts or Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests for approval.

After the approval is granted, the ConservatbiForests shall issue a
transit permit duly charging fees as prescribediia 7.

The transit permits shall be issued after leg\a fee (here-

in after referred to as fees) which shall be etuthe commercial rate
of royalty for the timber or forest Produce as fiedi in the Schedule of
rates currently in force:

Provided that no fees shall be levied for tramtpg of
old used wood.

All transit permits shall be governed by thkof@ing condition

the transit permit shall be valid for sevenglapd not liable to be used

before 6 A.M. and after 6. P. M. except with thenpiesion of the transit permit
issuing officer:

(b)

(©)

()

(€)

the timber or forest produce shall be takeadoh check post on the route
indicated on the transit permit for checking andraiation by the forest
officers and the transit permit shall be signed dugh officers, seal
affixed thereon and entry made in the check pagster;

the owner or bearer of the transit permit shall carry timber or forest
produce in excess of the quantity or of any spemtiesr than that allowed
by it;

the timber or forest produce allowed to be trantgubby issue of
a transit permit shall follow the route icated therein and not
deviate from it except as provided in thedes; and

any other conditions which may be notified bg Government from time
to time.

The timber or other forest produce authorigedrainsport by
issue of transit permit as aforesaid shall beriimtgd with hammer
mark by the Range Officer from whose territojialsdiction

it will be transported after he checks the timiveother forest
produce and ensures that it is the one for wapghlication was
made in Form B and reported in Formr@ i case of a
Utilisation Transit Permit issued undeler22, that its origin is
from the Utilisation extraction area.

The transit permits for transporting new fture shall be issued
after payment of fees on the actual quantityrobéer utilised in
the making of the furniture which shall be asedsand mentioned
inthe report to be submitted by the Range Officegrrasided in
the rules. While issuing transit permits for @ldniture made of 5
(five ) cubic feat or more of timer, a fee of.B0/- and for old
furniture made of less than 5 cubietfof timber, a fee of Rs.251-
shall be levied.
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Concession on 11. Concession in fees to be levied on the isfadmansit permit shall
transit permit be made as follows-:
fees

(@ 50% of the normal rate when the origin of timke private land
holding.

(b)  25% of the normal rate when timber is soughbearansported, within
3 (three) months of the day on which it was laast$ported by payment
of fees, and within a distance of 25 (twenty fidans. from the
destination to which it was last transported.

(c) 10% of the rate when the sawn or cut timber pashased from the
Forest Department in an auction.

Particulars of 12. (1) Every transit perisgued under these rules shall specify
permits
(@ The name of the person or agency to whom sash is granted;

(b) the quantity and description of timber or foresicarce

(c) The places from and to which such timber or fosiduce is to be
conveyed,;

(d) the period of time for which the permit is te ‘alid.

(2) The transit permits shall be in triplicate amgund in books which
shall bear an identifying number and the passeaamn book shall be
numbered serially.

3 First of the triplicate forms will form the counteil and second and third
parts shall be given to the person in charge ofptleeluce under transit and
shall be produced whenever required by any checkiffiger mentioned
under rule 8 and 20. The part shall be collectedhigyRange Officer who
affixes the hammer mark as mentioned under rulevt8y will initial the
second part and affix his seal duly mentioningttivee and date of lifting of
such timber or forest produce. The third partlsti@in be sent to the office
of the Divisional Forest Officer for compilation

Separate passes 13. No transit permit shall ordinarily cover more thame load,

for each load whether such load be carried by a person, aromial a
vehicle. But the transit permit issuing authpritay, when ever
he deems fit order that one paag aover up to two numbers
at the same time.

Provided that if the transit permit covers mibran two
loads in vehicles, the owner of the timbersove$t produce
shall maintain a register at all the check padtsre entries
will be made by the check post staff each tinead is

carried.
Passes not to 14. No alteration shall be made in any ttprigted or written
be tampered on any transit permit, except in the matter aftecand
with or reused period which may be done only by the transit peissuing

authority for sufficient reasons to be mentioirethe
permit and no transit permit shall be used dlterexpiry

of its validity.
Transit permit 15. No timber or forest produce shall be browgitin the
to beissued State of Sikkim from outside, except by a trapsitmit
for Transporting to be issued by the Conservator of Forest indietine

timber transit pass issued by the authority in chargh®place
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of origin of the timber or forest produce and strelmsit
permit shall be issued after levying the imgeg notified by
the Government in the scheduleatds currently in force.

16. The Government may dihlat such places as it shall
deem fit, depots ahdak posts to which timber or other forest
produce $hal taken.

(2)for initial examination or subsequent chagkiegarding bonafide
removal of forest produce;

for determining the amount of money payableagsoount thereof to the
State Government, and for the payment of any mendpund to be due;

in order that any mark required by law or bydh rules to be affixed
thereto may be so affixed; and

for stocking of confiscated timber or otherdst produce that was being
transported in violation of these rules.

The Principal Chief Conservator of Faestall make known, by
notification in the Official Gate, the establishment of any new
depots and check pastsrequire loads or vehicle carrying timber
or other forest produo stop at these places for the purposes

mentioned in rule 16.

Each depot shall be in charfa forest officer or officers
appointed or posted by Government for this purpose.

No person other than adbodficer whose duty it is to use
such marks shall use any hammmarks for timber identified
with, or nearly resdimp any Government transit
marks or any knaith which timber belonging to
Gowment is marked and no person shall while anydinibin
transit under a transit permit issued unidese rules, alter or efface
any mark on the same.

(1) Any forest produce in transit to which theskesu
apply and any personpeatj vehicle, vessel or craft carrying
such forest produce magtopped, detained, examined and
checked at any place by fanest or police officer of the State

Government not below the rank of a fogesird or Sub-Inspector

of Police as the case may be, if suclteffshall have reasonable

grounds for suspecting that any money lwisalue to Government

in respect thereof has not been paidairdhy forest offence has
eoeor is being committed in respect thereof :

Provided that no such officer shall vexatiousty
unnecessarily detain any forest produce which Iiwis in transit, and
not veratiously or unnecessarily unload any suchsfoproduce or cause
the same to be unloaded for the purpose of exaimimat

(2) The person in charge of such forest producd #lmish to any
such officer all the information required by himdannection with
the forest produce and if he is transporting threesander a transit
permit shall produce such permit on demand foritilspection of
such officer and shall not in any way preventesist the stoppage
or examination of the said forest produce by sutibes.
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21. No person shall establish a saw bench or garputting,

converting or fashioning of timber or firewoodroanu-
facture of charcoal without obtaining a markingey

in Form D from a forest officer not lower in fatthan

a Range Officer when timber or other forest piclis

to be extracted from a private land holding, aridivisi-
onal Forest Officer then such timber or forestjoice is
to be extracted from a forest produce ikd extracted
from forest land.

22. The transit permit for the removal of timbewother forest

produce by the Utilisation Circle of the Ford&tyiron-
ment & wildlife Department shall be issued by @en-
servator of Forests in charge of that Circle annfr E
which shall be of yellow colour;

Provided that such timber or forest produce is
removed in a vehicle registered in the namé&eRorest
Environment & Wildlife Department or hired byaihd
hammer marked as mentioned in rule 9 and sutgebe
conditions mentioned in rule 8.

23. The timber or other forest produce shall rotransported

in any form by any person through rivers or streavithin
Government or private land.

24. No transit permit will be required --

25.

(& when timber is to be moved within the limitsaotillage or from a
nearby forest land to a village when the same e lzollected
with the permission of a forest officer who is aariked under the
law to grant such permission.

Provided that such movement is made only by head lo

(b) when any forest produce is exempted the StateefBment from
the operation of these rules by notification in @fficial Gazette.

Any contravention of the provision of theskershall be
a forest offence and the forest officer detagthe
offence shall proceed-

by compounding the offence as provided for I tSikkim Forest
(Compounding of Offences) Rules, 1998, or

by prosecuting the offender in Form, F of thékkBn Forests

(Compounding of Offences) Rules, 1998 and the ofenshall on

conviction. be punishable with imprisonment whiclaymrextend to one
year or with fine which may extend to two thousangees or with both,
and where the offence is committed after sunséefore sunrise, or after
preparation for resistance to lawful authority,vdnere the offender has
been previously convicted for a like offence, theagiétrate having
jurisdiction shall impose double the penalty prisat herein.

T. R SHARMA, IFS

PRINCIPAL CCRI®I-SECRETARY
FOREST ENVIRONMENT &  WIILDLIFE  DEPARTMENT
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FORM-A
(Seerule 3)

TRANSIT PERMIT

SI. No. Dated, the

Locality of origin

1 Name and situation of forest land/private holdifigdicate Cadastral Plot No. in case of
private holding)

2. Name and address of person to whom the foredupe has been given/sold: -

3. Description of produce (a) Quangihd size

(b)  Type of forest produce

4, Destination
5. Route by which produce is to move
6. Date of expiry of permit

Conservator of Forests
Territorial Circle
Government of Sikkim.

NOTE : This permit shall not used before 6 A.M. or after 6 P.M. for transporting timber or
other Forest produce and it shall not be used in violation of the Skkim Transit of Timber and other

Forest produce Rules, 1999.
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FORM-B
(See rule 4

APPLICATION FORM FOR OBTAINING TRANSIT PERMIT

1. Name of applicant

2. Address

3. Place where timber/forest produce

4. Special and quantity of timber/forest produce

5. State use to which timber/ forest is to be put

6. Place to which timber/ forest produce is to be take

7. Marking Order/Collection Permit No.

8. Office from which Marking Order Collection Permitsw issued

o

. Whether Marking Order/ Collection Permit issuecpplicant

10.If answer to 9 is No. state how the timber/forasidpice was acquired (by sale, auction etc.)

1. Route by which the timber/forest produce is torbagported.

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT
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FORM-C
(See rule 5)
FIELD REPORT FOR ISSUE OF TRANSIT PERMIT

Name of Applicant
2. Address
3. Locality of present stocking of timber or fet@roduce

4. Name of forest or private holding from whel#ained

5. Mode of acquiring timber or forest produce kiag Order, auction, otherplease specify and

enclosed documents in support.

6. Sizes of the timber

7. Quantity of timber or forest produce

8. Name of species of timber or forest produce

9. Place to which the timber or forest prodisc® be transported.

10. Route by which timber or forest productibe conveyed.

Countersignature of Signataf Reporting
Divisional Forest Officer Range oo&{ Office
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FORM--D
(See rule 21)

MARKING ORDER

Memo No. Dated : / /

From:
The Divisional Forest Officer/ Range Officer
vigon/ Range

To:

The Range Officer / Block Officer
/ Block
Please arrange to mark the under mentioned treg/finefavour of Shri/Smt.

from forest on payment

of royalty at These /it should be marked

before felling and only on silvicultural availaibyl

Particulars of trees Girth

PONE

Dragging, rolling and sliding the timbers in thedst are strictly prohibited. All timbers must be
hammer marked before removal from the saw benchhwiiay be allowed for sawing the above mentioneeistr
only.-

This Marking Order is valid from three months fréime date of issue.

1 for bonafide use at
2. for commercial use at
(strike out whichever is inapplicable)

Divisional Forest / Range Officer
Division/ Range

Date: / /
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FORM-E
(See rule 22)

SI. No. Dated :- / /

UTILISATION TRANSIT PERMIT

1.  Locality of origin

2. Name of Forest

3. Name of Territorial Range

4.  Description of timber or
other forest produce

(@) Quantity and size

(b)  Type of forest produce

5.  Destination (name of store or depot and place

6. Type and number of vehicle

(S) to be used for transporting

7.  Route by which produce isrtmve

8.  Date of expiry of permit

9.  Number of hammer used for marking
the timber

Conservator of Forests
Utilisation Circle.

Printed at the Sikkim Govt. Press , Gangtok



